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NEB releases preconstruction audit
report of Trans
Mountain and
corrective action
plan
The National Energy Board (NEB)
today released its pre-construction
audit of Trans Mountain Pipeline
ULC (Trans Mountain). The audit
evaluated
Trans
Mountain’s
preparedness to manage construction
of its Trans Mountain Expansion
Project in a way that assures worker
safety and prevents incidents.
The NEB concluded that Trans
Mountain had not yet established,
at the time of the audit, all of the
necessary oversight measures to
manage construction-related safety
and environmental protection for
the construction of the project.
The company has filed its corrective
action plan (CAP) and it has been
approved by the NEB. As a result,
the company can proceed with its
construction where all requirements
have been met. On an ongoing basis,
the NEB reviews all compliance
activities and has the authority to
stop work if compliance is not being

maintained and to ensure safety
and protection of the environment.
The NEB will monitor Trans Mountain’s
implementation of the CAP, and verify
the effectiveness of the company’s
management
system
through
targeted compliance verification
activities as a part of its ongoing
regulatory oversight of the project.
The
pre-construction
audit
involved two months of document
review and on-site activities,
including extensive interviews with
company employees and review of
internal documents that describe
company
procedures,
training
materials, and staff responsibilities.
Quick
facts:
The NEB maintains a proactive
approach to safety and incident
prevention and we take all
available actions to protect
Canadians and the environment.
The NEB reviews the state of all
compliances activities on an ongoing
basis and has the authority to stop work
if compliance is not being maintained.
The Federal Government approved
the
Project
last
November,
following a NEB recommendation
in May 2016 that the Project be
approved subject to 157 conditions.

Saturday September 16th 2017
The fact-gathering portion of the preconstruction audit occurred between
April 13 – June 14, 2017 in accordance
with subsection 49(3) of the National
Energy Board Act (NEB Act).
During the audit, the NEB
assessed whether the company’s
documentation, processes and
activities complied with legal and
other requirements under the NEB’s
authority relating to the NEB Act,
the National Energy Board Onshore
Pipeline Regulations (OPR), any
conditions contained within applicable
certificates or orders issues by
the NEB and any requirements of
applicable NEB safety advisories.
The NEB reviewed 37 items in the
audit. Of those, there were 11 in which
the NEB did not identify compliance
issues; 15 were found to be noncompliant; and 10 others were not
assessed because the process or
activities were not yet required at
the time of the audit. One other item
was not assessed because it was
being evaluated through other NEB
compliance verification activities.
The CAP addresses all noncompliances
and
the
NEB
will continue to review that
CAP to ensure compliance.
For all items that were not assessed

in this audit, the company must have
all required practices in place in order
to proceed with construction. The
NEB, as part of its oversight, will be
assessing those areas using other
compliance verification activities.
Q
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“This pre-construction audit is one
of our proactive tools for regulatory
oversight for the NEB. This is all
about prevention and we believe
that significant incidents can be
avoided in the future by ensuring
companies have the proper systems
and processes in place even
before they begin construction.”
- Peter Watson, Chair &
CEO, National Energy Board.
Associated
links:
NEB’s pre-construction audit report
for Trans Mountain Expansion
project and Trans Mountain
corrective action plan (appendix 7)
NEB
website
(Trans
Mountain
project
pages)
The National Energy Board is an
independent federal regulator of
several parts of Canada’s energy
industry. It regulates pipelines, energy
development and trade in the public
interest with safety as its primary

Oilfield News | 1

concern. For more information
on the NEB and its mandate,
please visit www.neb-one.gc.ca
SOURCE National Energy Board

New drill rig
operator program
launched at NAIT
The two-year program – the
first of its kind in North America
– will start in January, 2018.
EDMONTON, Sept. 14, 2017 /
CNW/ - NAIT is launching the
first two-year training program for
foundation drill rig operators in North
America, starting in January, 2018.
The program was developed
by NAIT at the request of the
industry association in Western
Canada, which provided about
$480,000 in funding. A task force
of industry members worked with
NAIT teaching specialists to build
the drill rig operator program.
It will include nine online courses
in areas such as operations,
safety, mechanics and blueprint
reading, as well as 1,500 hours
of
on-the-job
experience.
QUICK
FACTS
There is currently no formal training
or certification required for drill
rig operators in Western Canada.
NAIT’s drill rig operator program
will provide the skills and
knowledge required for the safe
operation of foundation drill rigs,
used in the construction industry.
There are approximately 400 drill
rig operators in Western Canada
Q
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Malcolm Haines, Dean, School
of Skilled Trades at NAIT
“As a polytechnic, we are committed
to supporting industry with handson learning. We’re proud to be
working with the ADSC to promote
a more productive and safer
work environment in this sector.”
Kevin Sharp, past-president, Western
Canadian Chapter of the Association
of Drilled Shaft Contractors (ADSC)
“My uncle was seriously hurt in a
drill rig accident. I want to make
sure I leave this industry better than
I found it, and proper training is a
big part of that. This program will
increase safety and understanding
among
drill
rig
operators.”
LEARN
MORE
Association
of
Drilled
Shaft
Contractors
(ADSC),
Western
Canadian
Chapter
About
NAIT
The Northern Alberta Institute of

Technology (NAIT) is a leading
Canadian polytechnic, delivering
education in science, technology and
the environment; business; health
and trades. With nearly 60,000 credit
and non-credit students and a 95
per cent employer satisfaction rate,
NAIT grads are essential to Alberta’s
prosperity. Known for hands-on,
technology-based learning, NAIT
engages with business and industry
in applied research and innovation
and provides corporate training
around the world. Recognized as
one of Alberta’s top employers,
NAIT provides outstanding returns
on investment for its graduates,
partners, the provincial government
and the people of Alberta.
SOURCE
Northern
Alberta
Institute
of
Technology

Government of
Canada Invests
$950,000 in New
Carbon Capture
Technology in
Richmond, B.C.,
Laboratory
Supporting
clean
technology
will create good, middle-class
jobs, improve the environmental
performance
of
Canada’s
oil and gas sector and help
address
climate
change.
On behalf of Canada’s Minister of
Natural Resources, the Honourable
Jim Carr, Member of Parliament
Joe Peschisolido today announced
that the Government of Canada
is investing $950,000 in stateof-the-art technology that will
help turn carbon emissions into
useful, everyday products such
as building materials, alternative
fuels and consumer goods.
The investment enables the Carbon
Capture and Conversion Institute
(CCCI) in Richmond, B.C., to design,
acquire and install equipment to
be used for carbon capture and
turning carbon dioxide emissions
into consumer-friendly products.
Carbon capture and utilization
technology creates new products
and business revenue stream
opportunities
while
improving
our environmental performance,
creating
jobs
and
driving
clean growth in the process.
The new, specialized research
equipment
will
also
allow
researchers
from
industry,
government
and
academic
institutions to collaborate and test
innovative carbon use technologies
more rapidly and cost-effectively.
This investment in the Richmond
facility
complements
another
announced last spring in Calgary
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to help fund the Alberta Carbon
Conversion Technology Centre,
capable of testing carbon conversion
at near-industrial scale. Together,
the two test centres will provide
a full spectrum of research and
development solutions for carbon
capture, utilization and storage
development, and test facilities
for early- and late -stage projects.
The funding announcement was
made during the official opening
celebration of BC Research Inc.’s
Technology Commercialization and
Innovation Centre, where the CCCI’s
new pilot laboratory is located.
Q
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“By re-imagining carbon, we can
create new industries, good jobs
and a cleaner energy future.
That’s why our government is
supporting innovative research
across the country. This includes
a $950,000-investment in state-ofthe-art equipment and research that
could help turn carbon emissions
into useful, everyday products.”
Joe
Peschisolido
Member
of
Parliament
for
Steveston–Richmond
East
“This strategic investment from
Natural Resources Canada allowed
the Carbon Capture and Conversion
Institute to purchase state-of-the-art
process equipment and analytical
instruments necessary for clean
technology development. We are now
able to compete on the world stage
and are attracting industry, academic
and government developers from
across Canada and abroad.”
Goran
Vlajnic
Executive
Director,
Carbon
Capture and Conversion Institute
“BC Research has always believed
in the value to Canada of being
at the forefront of greenhouse
gas mitigation and sustainable
development. We became CMC
Research Institutes’ partner in
promoting and supporting this
concept from its inception, and we
are committed to its future success.”
Hassan
Hamsa
President,
BC
Research
SOURCE Natural Resources Canada

Connacher
Announces
Appointment of CFO
Connacher Oil and Gas Limited
(“Connacher” or the “Company”)
today announced that Jeff Beeston
has been appointed Chief Financial
Officer of Connacher. Mr. Beeston
is a Chartered Accountant with
over 16 years of experience. Mr.

Beeston has been Vice President
of Finance and Interim Chief
Financial Officer at Connacher
since November 2015 and prior
to that was Manager, Finance at
Connacher since November 2010.
Prior to joining Connacher, Mr.
Beeston was Manager, Taxation
at an oil and gas producer and Mr.
Beeston also previously worked for a
big four accounting firm. Mr. Beeston
holds a Bachelor of Commerce
from the University of Alberta.
About
Connacher
Connacher is a Calgary-based in
situ oil sands developer, producer,
and marketer of bitumen. The
Company holds a 100 per cent
interest in approximately 447 million
barrels of proved and probable
bitumen reserves and operates two
steam-assisted gravity drainage
facilities located on the Company’s
Great Divide oil sands leases
near Fort McMurray, Alberta.
SOURCE
Connacher
Oil
and
Gas
Limited

Trina Solar Rated
Top Bankable
Module Supplier by
Bloomberg
Trina Solar Limited (“Trina Solar”
or the “company”), a global leader
in photovoltaic (“PV”) modules,
solutions, and services, has
received a top rating in the latest
module bankability report, published
by Bloomberg New Energy
Finance (BNEF). After having
obtained the top spot among all
its industry peers in the previous
2016 report, Trina Solar has now
once again been rated bankable
by 100% of the banks, EPCs,
consultants and industry experts
participating in the BNEF survey.
For its global module bankability
report, Bloomberg New Energy
Finance asked banks, EPCs,
independent power producers and
independent technical due diligence
firms which PV module brands
they considered bankable. Quoting
from BNEF’s definition, ‘bankable’
means the willingness of a bank
to provide a non-recourse loan
for a project that uses a specific
PV module brand. Banks typically
decide whether to make a loan to a
PV project if they feel comfortable
with the product quality of modules
and if the manufacturer is financially
healthy, so that it can honor the
product warranty. Respondents to
this latest survey hold approximately
15GW of financed or owned
capacity in PV projects, and more
than 100GW under inspection by
technical consulting companies.
“This outstanding result confirms

Trina Solar’s permanent endeavor
in the fields of product quality
and reliability, top performance,
innovation and solid financial
management,” said Rongfang Yin,
Vice President of Global Sales
and Marketing at Trina Solar. “We
are very proud to be holding the
top spot in this renowned BNEF
industry report, especially because
this rating has come from banks,
investors and other parties deeply
involved in PV project financing.”
Rongfang Yin continued, “It is
reassuring to see that consistency
pays off in the long run, creating
trust in Trina Solar and leaving
some premium-brand competitors
behind in terms of bankability rating.”
Reflecting the confidence in Trina
Solar’s bankability, the latest BNEF
report also reveals that Trina
Solar holds the largest volume
in debt-financed projects among
all c-Si module manufacturers,
as tracked by the BNEF desktop,
with approximately 3GW of its
modules installed in such PV
power plants around the globe.
About
Trina
Solar
Limited
Trina Solar Limited is a global leader
in solar photovoltaic modules,
solutions and services. Founded
in 1997 as a PV system integrator,
Trina Solar today drives smart
energy together with installers,
distributors, utilities and developers
worldwide. For more information,
please visit www.trinasolar.com.
E-mail:
press@trinasolar.com
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Hydro Ottawa
employees to United
States to help
after hurricane
A group of 25 Hydro Ottawa
employees are heading towards
the southern United States today
to assist with power restoration
after Hurricanes Irma and Harvey
devastated many communities.
The team of skilled power line
maintainers will assist in restoring
power after high winds and
flooding has left many in the dark.
Quick
Facts
In 2012, Hydro Ottawa dispatched
restoration crews to Connecticut and
New Jersey during the aftermath
of Hurricane Sandy. It has also
sent employees on numerous
occasions to help Canadian
utilities affected by ice storms.
Hydro Ottawa is a member of the North
Atlantic Mutual Assistance Group
(NAMAG). Made up of 29 utilities
from across north-east Canada and
the United States, NAMAG members
agree to deliver not-for-profit
assistance during times of crisis.
Designed to increase coordination
of resources and support, NAMAG
empowers participating utilities to
quickly action mutual assistance
plans to restore power whenever
and wherever assistance is
needed. NAMAG utilities represent
approximately 36 million customers.
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